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Treasury Department,

Office of the Lighthouse Board,

WASHINGTON, D. C., October 3,1883.

Sir: Your letter of October 1st, reporting that you had on that day turned
over the duties of Inspector of the Second Lighthouse District to your suc-
cessor, Commander Geo. H. Wadleigh, "U. S. N., has been received.

The Board desires to express to you, on your leaving the Lighthouse
service, its appreciation of the manner in which you have performed the duties
assigned to you as Inspector.                     Very respectfully,

S. C. EOWAN, Vice-Admiral, U.S.N.,

Commander W. S. SCHLEY, U. S. N.,                                 Chairman.

Lighthouse Inspector, Second Lt. Ho. District
Boston, Mass.

On the 4th of October, 1883, the writer reported to Bear
Admiral Earl English, Chief of the Bureau of Equipment and
Recruiting, for duty and was assigned to the division relating
to the apprentice system. The headquarters of this station was at
Coaster's Plarbor Island, Narragansett Bay, about one mile from
Newport. The main auxiliary to the training system was the
frigate Minnesota, at the foot of West Twenty-sixth Street, New
York City, where eighty-odd per cent, of the enlistments of boys
over fourteen and under eighteen were made. These boys were
sent to the old line-of-battle ship New Hampshire, at Coaster's
Harbor Island, R. I., and there trained for a year in the various
rudiments of the young sailor's life. When that was concluded,
they were sent to the cruising training squadron, composed of
the Portsmouth, Jamestown and Saratoga, for six months at
sea. After this cruise these youngsters were transferred to the
regular cruisers for service until their apprenticeship expired
on reaching twenty-one years of age.

There were but few idle moments left between revising the
regulations for this service, the duty of frequent inspections of it,
and the additional duty imposed by an order of November 20th to
assist Captain P. C. Johnson, as a member of a board to ascertain
and report to the Navy Department the amounts which should
be paid to the contractors for the use of their ways by the double-
turret monitors Puritan, Amphitrite, and Terror, and for the
care thereof. Although the board had been ordered to convene
at the department, the information it required in order to formu-
late its report, except as to the length of time these vessels hadaudible range ofays and methods ofand efficiency of her crew.nant Co. K...............1st Lieut. F. M. Mullany, TJ. S. M. C.
